Disk susceptibility tests with 30-and 75-,ug cefpiramide disks were evaluated with 614 bacterial isolates.
Quality control parameters were also evaluated, and control limits for disk tests are recommended. Tests with 75-,ug disks are recommended, with zone size standards of .19 mm for susceptible (MIC, <32 ,ug/ml) and <15 mm for resistant (MIC, .128 ,ig/mI).
Cefpiramide is a new cephalosporin with a broad spectrum of antibacterial activity, including against Pseudomonas spp., and with favorable pharmacokinetic properties (1, 3, 4, 7, 8) . In this report we propose tentative zone size breakpoints for the interpretation of disk susceptibility tests. We also describe the results of a nine-laboratory coordinated study designed to establish zone size limits for quality control of tests with 75-,ug cefpiramide disks.
Both 30-and 75-pug cefpiramide disks were tested against 614 bacterial isolates ( A nine-laboratory coordinated study designed to evaluate quality control limits for tests with 75-,ug cefpiramide disks was performed by the protocol of Gavan et al. Table 3 is a summary of the results of this study. With E. coli ATCC 25922, cefpiramide disks produced zones that were 4 mm smaller than those produced with the cefoperazone disk. Consequently, the established control limits for cefoperazone (28 to 34 mm) could be adjusted to 24 to 30 mm for tests with cefpiramide disks, limits that are a compromise between the control limits suggested by the two different types of statistics. With P. aeruginosa ATCC 27853, cefpiramide zones were 1 mm larger than those around cefoperazone disks. The medians statistic of Gavan et al. (2) suggested a 23-to 29-mm range for cefoperazone, and that range is the one recommended by the NCCLS (6) . A 24-to 30-mm range seems appropriate for tests with cefpiramide disks. Two laboratories provided the majority of data outside of these limits; both laboratories were "out of control" when the tests were performed on the common lot of Mueller-Hinton agar with P. aeruginosa, but not with the other two strains. An obvious reason for this discrepancy is not apparent. Analysis of data obtained with Staphylococcus aureus ATCC 25923 suggested control limits of 27 to 33 mm for both disks. However, to be consistent with current NCCLS control limits (6), we recommended control limits of 24 to 33 mm for both drugs. In summary, susceptibility tests with 75-,ug cefpiramide disks appear to be reasonably reliable when zone size standards of <15 and .19 mm are applied. For quality control of tests with 75-,ug cefpiramide disks, the following control limits are recommended: 24 to 30 mm for E. coli ATCC 25922, 24 to 33 mm for S. aureus ATCC 25923, and 24 to 30 mm for P. aeruginosa ATCC 27853.
